Water Quality Report-2005
In 2005 the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority is carrying out a comprehensive testing of various sites on Upper Rideau Lake as part of their Watershed Watch program. The Upper Rideau Lake Association will also continue with the volunteer Lake Partner Program sampling.
The various testing programs that the lake association has been involved with have shown that total phosphorus (TP)   levels in the lake aren’t decreasing, phosphorus being the principle nutrient for weed and algae growth. 

The Centre for Sustainable Watersheds (CSW) report for 2004 shows that the average seasonal TP concentration at secchi depth and surface for both basin sites was at or above 20μg/L, indicating high nutrient (eutrophic) conditions. Results in June and July for both sites showed moderate nutrient concentrations but higher values in September and October brought up the seasonal average. Although phosphorus concentrations can vary through the water column, in 2004 there were no significant differences between phosphorus levels at the surface and at the secchi depth. 
Overall averages were consistent with those from 2003.
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Results from the Ministry of the Environment volunteer Lake Partner Program, confirm this. The last three year’s results for Kane’s Bay, shown in this plot, are typical with levels above what would be considered nutrient rich.


The water clarity of the lake continues to be higher than before the Zebra mussel population boom. The clarity is determined by a Secchi disk reading the results of which are shown in the plot below. Each bar represents a seasonal average.  
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